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• Adjudication Process Review 
• Proposed Determination Overview 
• Hydrographic Map Overview 
• Accessing the Proposed Determination and 

Hydrographic Survey Maps 
• Questions 
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Adjudication Process  
1 

The State Engineer is petitioned by 
water users or court-ordered to 
initiate a General Adjudication.  
(UCA 73-4-1) 

PETITION 

NOTICE 
  

The State Engineer publishes notice 
of the pending adjudication for 2 
weeks in a local newspaper.   
(UCA 73-4-3) 

2 

Notice & 
90 days 

   
The State Engineer serves notice on 
Claimants to file claims. Claimants 
have 90 days to file claims with the 
court or State Engineer or risk 
forfeiture.   
(UCA 73-4-3 & 9) 

  

6 

  

The State Engineer serves Summons 
on claimants and publishes 
Summons for 5 weeks in a local 
newspaper. (UCA 73-4-4) 
  

SUMMONS 
  

3 

8 

The State Engineer holds a Public 
Meeting to discuss the Proposed 
Determination with claimants.  
(UCA 73-4-11) 

PUBLIC MEETING 
  

5 

The State Engineer conducts an 
initial hydrographic survey of the 
area.  
(UCA 73-4-3) 

HYDROGRAPHIC 
SURVEY 

  

7 

PROPOSED 
DETERMINATION 

  

CLAIM 
  

CLAIM 
  

CLAIM 
  

The State Engineer reviews Water 
User’s Claims and other records and 
prepares a Proposed Determination 
which is then distributed to the 
claimants and filed with the District 
Court.  (UCA 73-4-11) 

The State Engineer holds an initial 
Public Meeting in the local area to 
inform water users about the 
adjudication process.  (UCA 73-4-
3) 
  

PUBLIC MEETING 
  

4 

  

90 days 
  
  
  

Claimants have 90 days to file an 
objection to the Proposed 
Determination with the District 
Court.  (UCA 73-4-11) 

  

9 FINAL SUMMONS 
  

The State Engineer serves the final 
summons via publication for 5 
weeks in a local newspaper.   
(UCA 73-4-22) 
  

10 OBJECTION RESOLUTION 
  

The State Engineer resolves 
objections to the Proposed 
Determination with respective 
water users.  (UCA 73-4-14) 

11 

The District Court issues a Decree 
(or Interlocutory Decree) on the 
Proposed Determination.  
(UCA 73-4-15) 
  

DECREE 
  

12 

Sep. 1, 1944 May 29, 2012 

May 9, 2018 May 23, 2018 
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Proposed Determination 



District Court 
Jurisdiction 

General 
Adjudication 
Description 

And Civil 
Number 

Hydrologic Division 
& Subdivision 

Names 

Area & 
Book 

Numbers 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Title Page 



Civil Case Number 

Instructions 
on filing an 
objection 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Notice to Water Users 



Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Preamble 



Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Location Map 



Priority 
Date 

Flow Rate (cfs)  
or  

Annual Volume (acft) 

Water Right Number and 
Owner of Record 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Priority Schedule 

Water Source 



Water 
Right 

Number 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



• Name (Owner of Record) 
• Type of Right 
• Flow Rate (cfs or acre-feet) 
• Full Supply Equivalence 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



• Priority Date 
• Source 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Point of Diversion Location 
&  

Well Data (if available)  

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Water Use Group 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Nature of Beneficial Use 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Period of Use 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Sole Supply 
Contribution 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Group Total 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Place of Use: 
Section, Township, 

& Range 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Place of Use: 
Quarter-Section 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Place of Use: 
Quarter-Quarter 
(40-acre tract) 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Place of Use: 
Acreage Total per Section 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Water Rights (Example) 



Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Description of Exchanges (Example) 



Old Water Right Number New Water Right Number 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Renumbered Rights 



Water 
Right 

Number 

Name of Owner of Record 

Points of Diversion & Source 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Disallowed Rights 



Water 
Right 

Number Name of Owner of Record 

Point of Diversion Source 

Page 
Number 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Alphabetic Index 



Map Legend 

Map Location 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 

North Arrow, 
Scale, and 
Scale Bar 



Proposed 
Determination 
Boundary Line 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 



Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 

Points of 
Diversion  



Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 

Section Lines 



Aliquot Part Lines 
(40-acre Tracts) 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 



Water Right No. (51-33. E5377)  
& 

 Irrigated Acreage (7.2 acres) 

Birdseye Proposed Determination 
Hydrographic Survey Maps 



Recipients of the Notice of the Proposed Determination: 

• Water right owners & claimants listed on the records of the State 
Engineer. 

• Counsel of record who have filed an appearance in the court. 

 
The Proposed Determination can be accessed via: 

• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BirdseyePD 

• Hardcopies can be obtained at our office for a nominal fee. 

• Filed at the District Court. 

 

The Hydrographic Survey Map can be accessed via: 
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BirdseyeHS 

• Hardcopies can be viewed at our office. 

 
 

Accessing the Proposed Determination 

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BirdseyePD
http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BirdseyeHS


Who can I contact to discuss the  
Adjudication Process? 

Utah Division of Water Rights 
1594 West North Temple 

Suite 220, PO Box 146300 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300 
www.waterrights.utah.gov 

 

Blake Bingham, P.E. 
Assistant State Engineer - Adjudication 
E-mail: blakebingham@utah.gov 

 
Gary Brimley, P.E. 
Adjudication Engineer 

E-mail: garybrimley@utah.gov 
 

Josh Zimmerman 
Adjudication Team Leader 
Phone: 801-946-7168 

E-mail: joshzimmerman@utah.gov 
 

 

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/
mailto:blakebingham@utah.gov
mailto:blakebingham@utah.gov
mailto:joshzimmerman@utah.gov


Questions? 
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