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Agenda
• Adjudication Process Review
• Accessing the Proposed Determination and Hydrographic Survey 

Maps
• Proposed Determination Overview

• Historical Analysis 

• Hydrographic Survey Map Overview 
• Questions

• Email: waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov
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Accessing the Proposed Determination
Recipients of the Notice of the Proposed Determination:

• Water Right owners listed on the records of the State Engineer

• Claimants who submitted claims in the Big Cottonwood Creek 
adjudication

• Registered agents for corporate entities owning water rights or 
having filed claims within the adjudication boundary

• Counsel of record who have filed an appearance with the court

The Proposed Determination can be accessed via: 
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BigCottonwoodCreekPD
• Hard copies can be printed at our office for a nominal fee.

• Filed at the District Court

The Hydrographic Survey can be accessed via: 
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/BigCottonwoodCreekHS
• Hard copies can be viewed at our office.
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Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
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Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Notice to Water Users

Civil Case Number

Instructions 
on filing an 
objection



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Preamble



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Preamble - Prior Decree Section



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Big Cottonwood Creek Decree - Canal Structure

• Holladay PD
• Big Ditch, Farr and Harper Ditch, Lower Canal

• Big Cottonwood Creek PD
• Brown and Sanford Ditch, Butler Ditch, Green Ditch, Hill Ditch, 

Knudsen and Bagley Ditch, McGhie Ditch, Newman Ditch, Tanner 
Ditch, Upper Canal, Upper Ellison Ditch, Walker Ditch



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Location Map
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Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Priority Schedule
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Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

● Name (Owner of Record)

Water 
Right 

Number



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

● Type of Right
● Quantity of Water (cfs or acre-feet)

● Priority Date
● Source

Point of Diversion Location
&

Well Data (if available)
Water Use Group



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Group Total

Sole Supply

Period of Use

Nature of Beneficial Use



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Place of Use:
Quarter-Sections

Place of Use:
Quarter-Quarters

(40-acre tract) or Lots

Place of Use:
Section, Township, & 

Range

Place of Use:
Acreage Totals
per Section and 

Group Total



Big Cottonwood Decree Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

General Comments



Big Cottonwood Proposed Determination
Renumbered Rights

Old Water 
Right Number New Water 

Right Number



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Forfeited Rights

Point(s) of Diversion and Source

Name of Owner of Record

Water Right Number



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Invalid Rights

Point(s) of Diversion and Source

Name of Owner of Record

Water Right Number



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Alphabetic Index

Point of Diversion SourceName of Owner of Record Water Right Number Page Number(s)



Big Cottonwood Creek Proposed Determination
Hydrographic Survey Maps

Map Legend

Map Location

North Arrow, 
Scale, and 
Scale Bar

Irrigated Acreages - 
Hatched areas 

represent 
Water Use Groups



Who can I contact to discuss the Proposed Determination 
or the Adjudication Process?

Michael Drake, PE
Assistant State Engineer - Adjudication

Tel: 801-538-7397
E-mail: michaeldrake@utah.gov

John Haigwood, PE
Engineering Manager - Adjudication

Tel: 801-707-4633
E-mail: johnhaigwood@utah.gov

General Adjudication 
Tel: 801-538-5282

E-mail: waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov




