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Navajo-Utah Water 
Right Settlement



● Informal initial discussions

● Negotiations began in 2003

● Reserved right report published in 2004

● Agreement signed in 2015

● Federal Congressional approval in 2020

● State Legislative approval in 2021

Historical Timeline



● Initial Practicably Irrigable Acres (PIA) Estimate
○ 152,000 acre-feet depletion for irrigation

○ Plus 14,800 acre-feet for domestic/municipal/industrial

● Divisions Concerns:
○ Unrealistic population growth rate

○ Unrealistic crop yields

○ Inclusion of non-irrigable lands

○ Unrealistic labor and power costs

○ Unequitable fraction of Utah’s compact allocation

Initial Reserve Right Quantification Report



● 435 cfs for San Juan River; 81,500 acre-feet of depletion
○ Block 1 - 69,275 acre-feet - 1884 Priority

○ Block 2 - 4,480 acre-feet - 1905 Priority

○ Block 3 - 3,670 acre-feet - 1933 Priority

○ Block 4 - 4,075 acre-feet - 1958 Priority

● Subordination:
○ No subordination for existing Navajo uses

○ Existing State-based rights protected from impairment by new Navajo 

uses. 

● Compact Curtailment: curtailment by reservation priority date

Settlement Details, Part 1



● Monitoring and Ongoing Notice
○ Any use depleting more than 100 acre-feet/year

● Water Development Project Funding
○ Federal: ~$200 million

○ State: $8 million

● No out of state use (unless part of neighboring state’s allotment)

● Off reservation use requires approved change application

Settlement Details, Part 2



● Signing Ceremony: May 27, 2022

● General Adjudication: Navajo Nation Subdivision 09-1

○ Summons: March 16, 2022

○ Notice to File Claims

■ General: May 4, 2022

■ Federal: July 28, 2022

● Proposed Determination Planned in 2024

● Federal Hydrographic Survey

○ Expected in 2024

What happening now?



Agenda

• Adjudication Process Review

• List of Unclaimed Rights Overview

• Accessing the List of Unclaimed Rights

• In-depth look at the List of Unclaimed Rights

• Questions

• Email: waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov



The Adjudication 
Process
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What is The List of Unclaimed Rights

• Identifies State Based Rights of Record that did not receive a 

Water Users Claim during the claim filing period

• Recommends that rights are to be considered abandoned

• 29 rights did not receive claims

• 22 of these are associated with oil and gas companies

• The Reserve Right established by the 2022 Settlement 

Agreement is unaffected by the List of Unclaimed Rights



Accessing the List of Unclaimed Rights
Recipients of the Notice of the List of Unclaimed Rights:

• Water Right owners listed on the records of the State Engineer

• Property owners within the Navajo Nation adjudication areas.

• Registered agents for corporate entities within the adjudication 

boundary.

• Counsel of record who have filed an appearance with the court

The List of Unclaimed Rights can be accessed via: 

• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/NavajoLUR

• Hardcopies can be printed at our office for a nominal fee.

• Filed at the District Court



List of Unclaimed Rights
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List of Unclaimed Rights
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for Filing an 
Objection

Notice to Water Users
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Unclaimed Rights

Water Right 
Number

Name of 
Owner of 
Record

Point of Diversion 
Location & Source



Who can I contact to discuss
the List of Unclaimed Rights?

Michael Drake, PE
Assistant State Engineer - Adjudication

Tel: 801-538-7397
E-mail: michaeldrake@utah.gov

Ryan Broadbent, PE
Engineering Manager - Adjudication

Tel: 385-522-3326
E-mail: ryanbroadbent@utah.gov

waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov

Marc Stilson, PE
Regional Engineer - Southeastern Region

Tel: 435-613-3750
E-mail: marcstilson@utah.gov

Aspen Johnston
Adjudication Program Manager

Tel: 385-522-1789
E-mail: aspenj@utah.gov


