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Current Water Rights Policy
● Surface waters are considered to be fully appropriated. 

● A Groundwater Management Plan is in place to administer, manage and protect the ground water resources in 
the Weber Delta sub-area.

○ No new appropriations are approved above the mouths of the canyons.  The western area of the county 
is open to limited appropriations of ground water, subject to Governor’s Proclamation. 

○ Where a public water supply is not accessible, individual domestic filings for 1.0 acre-foot per year are 
generally approved subject to the condition that when a public water system becomes available, the well 
will be properly sealed and the water right will terminate.

○ Applications to appropriate water from drains or shallow wells of 30 feet or less in depth are allowed.

● Exchange applications are considered where water is available in the proposed source that can be diverted 
without impairing the existing rights on the source, if water can be released under the exchange to replace 
water for downstream rights.

● Change applications (including those from surface to underground sources, and vice versa), are considered on 
their individual merits, with emphasis on their potential to interfere with existing rights and to ensure that there 
is no enlargement of the underlying rights.



Additional Groundwater Management Plan Provisions
Weber Delta Sub-Area in Water Right Areas 31 and 35

● Diversions from wells in the entire sub-area will be limited to a total of 
90,000 acre-feet annually on a 5 year moving average and shall not exceed 
120,000 acre-feet in any single calendar year.

● New wells must be spaced such that a maximum of 15 feet of drawdown 
results on any well with an earlier priority date.

● Applications to appropriate water will be considered on a limited basis.

○ Domestic filings for 1.0 acre-foot allowed where Public Supply unavailable.

○ Applications from shallow wells and drains are considered on own merits.

○ No applications approved in areas of critical historical water level declines.

● Change applications critically reviewed for effects on other wells and the 
ground-water system, especially in scenarios involving long distance 
movement, into areas of significant declines, or converting surface or 
shallow rights to a deep well.



Groundwater Level Trends
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Groundwater Usage Graph



Open Water Data

● 30 Public Water Suppliers

● 137,649 Total Connections (2021)

● 450,299 Total Population (2021)

● 175,731 Acre-feet Total Water Use (Surface and Groundwater, 2021)

● 32,683 Acre-feet Annual Average Groundwater Use (2018-2021)

Sources: Utah Division of Water Rights, Water Use Information Viewer, 
https://waterrights.utah.gov/asp_apps/generalWaterUse/WaterUseList.asp

Utah Open Water Data, https://dwre-utahdnr.opendata.arcgis.com/

United States Geological Survey, https://warcapps.usgs.gov/gs-water/uwsc/ugcwa/



Existing Appropriations

Type of Water Right Groundwater Volume (acft) Surface Volume (acft) Total Volume (acft)

Perfected 165,283 884,463 1,049,746

Approved Application 62,010 655,319 717,329

Unapproved Application 6,686 9,585 16,271



Surface Rights Distribution
2022:

Oct  15  All Rights On
Sept 15  1870 & Senior Rights On;
Sept 5   1861 & Junior Rights off (record hot)
July 28  1875 & Junior Rights Off 
July 15  1889 & Junior Rights Off; 1887 Chalk Creek Junior Rights Off
July 05   All low rights on
July 01   All 10 day High off
June 25  High off, Low on. 10 and 25 High Rights on
June 20  All 1924 & Junior Flood Rights Off
June 09  Lost Creek and East Canyon Drainage Flood off - High on
Mar  01  Decreed Irr. Season Begins. All Rights On   

2021:  
Oct  15  All Rights On;       

Sep  21  1903 & Senior Rights On;
Sep  01  1870 & Senior Rights On;
Aug  19  1869 & Senior Rights On; 
July 09  1869 & Junior Rights Off; 
July 06  1870 & Junior Rights Off; 1862 Chalk Creek Junior Rights Off
June 25  1875 & Junior Rights Off
June 21  1881 & Junior Rights Off; 1868 Chalk Creek Junior Rights Off
June 09  1889 & Junior Rights Off; 1887 Chalk Creek Junior Rights Off
June 01  High Off, Low On.  25 Day High Rights On
May  21  Flood Off, High On
May  16  1924 & Junior Flood Rights Off
Apr  15  1925 & Junior Flood Rights Off
Mar   1  Decreed Irr. Season Begins. All Rights On

2020:  
Aug  19  1869 Rights Off
Aug  11  1870 Rights Off
Aug  03  1861 Rights Off Chalk Creek
July 31  1875 Rights Off
July 27  1870 Rights Off Chalk Creek
July 16  1881 Rights Off
July 08  25 Day High Rights Off;  1889 Rights Off
June 29  10 Day High Rights Off

  June 19  High Off, Low On. 25 & 10 Day High Rights On
June 15  Flood Off, High On
June 13  1924 & Junior Flood Rights Off
Mar   1  Decreed Irr. Season Begins. All Rights On

2019:  
OCT  15  All Low Rights ON
SEP  21  1903 Rights ON
SEP  16  1889 Rights ON
SEP  01  1881 Rights ON
AUG  24  1875 Rights Off 
AUG  15  1881 Rights Off
July 31  25 Day High Rights Off; 1889 Rights Off
July 22  10 Day High Rights Off
July 12  High Off, Low On. 25 & 10 Day High Rights On
July 09  Flood Off, High On
July 07  1924 & Junior Flood Rights Off
July 02  Lost Creek Only; Flood Off High On
Mar   1  Decreed Irr. Season Begins. All Rights On



Governor’s Proclamation - Effective November 3, 2022
● Temporarily closes Great Salt Lake Basin to new 

appropriations

○ Includes tributaries to Great Salt Lake            
(e.g. Weber River)

● Exceptions for the following types of applications:

○ Applications for non-consumptive uses.

○ Applications that include mitigation plan to offset 
depletion.

○ Applications for small amounts of water, as 
defined in Utah Code Section 73-3-5.6, that 
comply with State Engineer basin policies.



Proposed Policy Changes

The State Engineer proposes the following modifications to the existing 
policy for the Weber Delta Sub-Area (Areas 31 & 35):

● The area will be closed to new consumptive appropriations of any size 
(including small amounts of water defined under § 73-3-5.6) that fail to 
include a mitigation plan that offsets depletions.



Next Steps

● Receive and evaluate public comment

● Refine proposed policy if needed

● Adoption of policy



Questions & Comments

Send written comments to:

Utah Division of Water Rights
Subject: Weber Delta Sub-area
1594 West North Temple Suite 220
P.O. Box 146300
Salt Lake City UT 84114-6300

waterrights@utah.gov


