STA OF UTAH JOSEPH M. TRACY
OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER BYATE ENGINEER
SALT LAKE CITY

Septomber 19, 1955

Honorable J. Bracken lLee
Covemnor of the ftate of Utah
Building

Dear Covernor Lee:  REy HESTOMATION PROCLAMATION = BEAR WKIVER

Mnclosed for your consideration plerse [ind & ilestoration ’reclame=
tion which proposes to restore the right of the publioc to approprists surplus
and unappropristed weter from all sourecss within the besr River Drsinage in
Otah, This lestorstion Preclsmation and iy recomsendation thereon are made
pursuant to Section 73e6w2 Utah Code Amnotsted, 1953, It ia my opinton that
the enclosed Hestoration Proclamstion will serve the best interests of the
publiecs therefore, 1 rescommend that the right of the publie to appropriate
the waters desoribed therein be restored,

‘the original withdrswal proclamation temporarily suspending the right
of the public to sppropriste the waters described therein became effective on
November 9, 1938, being spproximstely 17 years age. On April 10, 1946, July
2, 1549 snd June 13, 1950, partial restorstion proclamstions were issued ree
storing the right of the public to appropriste water from limited sources
within the Lear Hiver drainage and for limited uses. The foregoing restoration
proclsmstions have reised seversl problems with regard to the present status
of some of the water scurces in the Bear River Urainage aree.

It is sy underetanding that the purpese¢ of the original withdrsuwsl
preclamation was tomstriet further development of the river system Ly private
interests until lnvestigations of proposed reclamatien projects -ould Le come
pleted Ly the United States Bureau of Heclamation., It appears that the purpose
has since been accomplished and the need for the suspension ne longer exists,

1 have been advised by the Attorney Gemarsl that {t azight be difficult to sus-
tain the original withdrawel proclamstion since it is temporary in nature
slthough 4t has been in effect for approximately 17 ;ears.

It further sppesrs that the conmencument of negotistions for the Uear
River compact influenced the m=aking of the original withdrawal proclamatiom,
It is noted, however, that neither the States of Idabo mor yoming has ime
posed similar restrictions on the users of wster fromt he Bear River
within those states, This (sot slome presents & strong srpument for the restore
ation of vaters in the sesr Siver Drsinage in Utsh,

It appesrs Turther that there l1s a eonsistent demard from Individuals
and private vnterprise for the right to file on the wabears of the Denr iiver in
order to develop tue water resources of the ares., ye belleve privete entere
prise should be encouraged in this regard by restoring the weters of the Dear
River to appro;ristion.



