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THE STATE OF UTAH JOSEPH M. TRACY
OFFICE OF STA ENGINEER 8STATE ENGINEER
SALT LAKE CITY

Honorsble J. Bracken Lee
Covernor of the State of Utah
Building

Dear Uovernor lLee: HEs RESTOHATION PROCLAMATION = HEAR oIVER

Enclosed for your consideration please find a Hestoration Proclama-
tion which proposes to restore the right of the public to appropriats surplus
and unappropristed weter from all scurecs within the Bear River Drainage in
ttah, This Restorstion Proclamation and my recommendation thereon are nade
: to Section 73«6=2 Utah Code Amotsted, 1953. It is my opinion that
the enclosed Restoration Proclsmation will serve the best interests of the
publicy therefore, 1 recommsnd that the right of the publie to appropriste
the waters described therein be restored.

The original withdrawal proclamation temporarily suspending the right
of the public to appropriste the waters described therein becsme effective on
November 9, 1938, bLeing sppreximately 17 years ago. On April 10, 1946, July
2, 1949 and June 13, 1950, partial restorstion proclamations were issued re-
storing the right of the public tc appropriste water from limited sources
within the bear idver drainage and for limited uses. The foregoing restoration
proclamations have raised several problems with regard to the present status
of some of the water sources in the Bear iiiver Drainage area.

Tt is my undersianding that the purposc of the original withdrawal
proclanstion was torestrict further development of the river system ty private
interests until investigations of proposed reclemation prejects could be comw
pleted by the United States Bureau of ieclamation. It appesrs ‘that the purpose
has since been secomplished and the need for the suspension no longer axiste,

1 have been advised by the Atiorney Ceneral that it might be difficult to sus-
tain the original withdrawal proclamstion sinee it is temporary in nature
although it has been in effect for approximstely 17 jears.

It further appears that the commencenent of negotiations for the bear
River compsct influenced the msking of the original withdrawal proclamaticn,
It is noted, however, that neither the States of Idaho nor ‘yoming has im-
posed similar restrictions en the users of water fromt he Bear River Drxinage
within those states, This fact slone presents a streng srgument for the restore
stion of waters in the vear River Lralnage in Utah,

It appesrs further that there is 8 consistent demand from individuals
and private enterprise for the right to file on the waters of the Bear River in
order to develop the uater rssources of the aree. Le velleve private entere
prise should be encouraged in this regard by restoring the waters of the bear
River to appropristion.



