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EXECUTIVE WATER TASK FORCE BULLETS

September 16, 2008, 1:00 p.m.


Room 2000, Natural Resources Complex


Task Force Members:

Mike Styler, Department of Natural Resources


Betty Barela, Department of Natural Resources


Craig Johansen, Emery Water Conservancy District


Voneen Jorgensen, Bear River Water Conservancy District


Todd Bingham, Utah Farm Bureau


Steve Clyde, Sessions & Swenson


Dale Pierson, Rural Water Association of Utah


Tage Flint, Weber Basin Water Conservancy District


Merril Bingham, Provo City Public Works/Water Resources


Ex-Officios:

Dennis Strong, Division of Water Resources


Todd Adams, Division of Water Resources


Mike Quealy, Attorney General’s Office


Norm Johnson, Attorney General’s Office


Boyd Clayton, Division of Water Rights


Jerry Olds, Division of Water Rights


Guests:

Jerry Hurst, Tooele County Commission


Rusty Vetter, Salt Lake City


Mike Wilson, Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake and Sandy


Alan Packard, Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District


Richard Bay, Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District




Jonathan Jones, Bureau of Reclamation


Craig Peterson, CAP Consultant


David Hartvigsen, Smith Hartvigsen


Dan Tuttle, Magna Water


Fred W. Finlinson, Utah Water Coalition


Chris Finlinson, Central Utah Water Conservancy District


Carly Burton, Utah Water Users Association


Dan Davidson, Bear River Canal Company


Shawn Draney, Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake and Sandy


Paul H. Ashton, WCWID


Chris Bramhall, PRWUD


Bob Fotheringham, Cache County


The Honorable Patrick Painter, House of Representatives
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I  - Welcome and Introductions
Mike Styler welcomed everyone.  He asked everyone to introduce themself.  He also thanked the team for their sacrifice of time and effort to attend these meetings.  So far we’ve held nine meetings and the October 21 meeting should be the last meeting.  We will prepare a summary of the task force’s work and present to the interim committee in November.

III - Water Board
Mike apologized for jumping around on the agenda.  He stated that Senator Dennis Stowell was unable to attend the meeting today to discuss Agenda Item III which is about the Water Board.  However, Senator Stowell wants to be here to talk to the group on October 21 to give us his ideas and reasons behind the water board.  This discussion will be tabled until October 21.

IV - Other Items
Mike stated that Jerry Olds has an item for discussion.

Jerry Olds handed out a copy of a proposed bill to change Section 73-5a-202 and 501 of the Dam Safety statute.  As he went through the handout he noted that they are not asking for very many changes.  Mike asked if there were any questions or comments and asked for a motion.

Merril Bingham made a motion to accept the changes as noted.  Craig Jorgensen seconded the motion.  The task force passed the motion unanimously.

Jerry also noted that his office recently updated the Utah Water Law manual.  Please see him for a copy.

Mike Styler went through the motions that have passed so far and whether they have a legislative sponsor:

1.
Repeal 73-3-21.  Passed with seven Yeas and three Nays - no sponsor.

2.
Two-year rule - Representative Kay McIff will sponsor.

3.
Section 73-4-1, change water claim list/adjudication mailing list - no sponsor.

4.
Old House Bill 225, new 73-3-12 and 27 - no sponsor.

Representative Patrick Painter handed out a copy of a proposed bill, Water Right Applications.  He brought line 27 to the task force’s attention.  He was concerned about the term “Public Water Supplier.”  Does that term apply to public water supply agencies?

DISCUSSION
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Representative Painted stated this bill is ready to go to committee tomorrow.  If it is the intention of the Executive Water Task Force to go with this bill as is, I’ll run it.  The task force agreed the prior action stands.

II - Warranty Deed Rider Report
Dave Hartvigsen handed out Section 17-21-20 which changes what is required for recording a paper, notice and instrument required by law to be filed in the office of the county recorder.  The date shown on the draft was chosen arbitrarily, so it can be changed if needed.  He went through all the other changes.  He asked for any comments or recommendations.

Mike Styler asked if the form is OK.  Thanks to Dave and others for their work on these forms.

DISCUSSION

Steve Clyde asked for one change to the “Water Rights Addendum to Land Deeds.”  Add “check one box only” to where the “Section” portion starts.  Steve Clyde made a motion to adopt the new draft 6 of “Water Rights Addendum to Land Deeds” and draft 3 of “Water Rights Addendum to Water Deeds.  Tage Flint seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously by the task force.  The proposed language will be submitted to Emily Brown.

Mike Styler continued with the motions:

5.
Water deeds - no sponsor.

6.
Reasonable increase in state engineer fees - no sponsor.


Fred Finlinson asked for a fee schedule to present to the water coalition.  Jerry Olds informed him that the work on that schedule is almost complete.  He will get a copy to the task force.

7.
Support dam safety, Chapter 5a changes - no sponsor.

8.
No water ombudsman.

9.
The number 1 item on forfeiture and nonuse.

Mike stated the task force has accomplished quite a bit, and congratulated them.  One more meeting is left.  Agenda items for that meeting will include: 1) Water Board - Senator Dennis Stowell, 2) Water Coalition - Fred Finlinson and 3) Double taxation of water - Representative Patrick Painter.  Mike also wondered if the team would be interested in continuing these meetings?  The members agreed.  We will need to get authorization to continue.

Fred Finlinson expressed his thanks to Mike Styler for all his work and for providing an open process for this task force.

Next Meeting
October 21, 1:00 p.m., room 2000, Natural Resources Complex.

